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except his loin cloth, and pours water over his head and shoulders. This is all done quite publicly in the open air. It Is generally done on the platform round the mouth of the well, and sometimes the dirty water finds its way in. One of the problems of public sanitation in the administration of the villages is to make the platforms in such a way that the dirty water cannot possibly find Its way in, but must all flow out. The best way Is to have separate bathing platforms round about the well. But, even so, the water that flows out Is apt to stagnate round the well, percolating through the soil, and eventually affecting the purity of the water In the well. There is no systematic drainage of the village streets,, and all sanitary reforms in the villages have first to deal with this particular evil.
Speaking of sanitation, I must utter a word of protest against the Idea which prevails that the Indian crowd Is dirty In its habits. The other day, when it was announced that as a protest against the partition of Bengal, large crowds of Bengalis bathed in the River Hughli, it was said to me by a facetious English friend: "A very good thing, too, if It made them wash for once in their lives." This Is based on a misapprehension. You cannot apply the opprobrious term of the "great unwashed" to the Indian proletariat. On the contrary, bathing Is almost overdone. In person, the Indian is as